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The Absolute Sound

840A review from December 2006

“The Azur 840A is the most flexible, most
powerful, and best-sounding integrated
amplifier that the British firm Cambridge
Audio has ever built, and it even introduces
a new “Class XD” mode of amplifier
operation. Briefly, Cambridge’s Class XD
circuit leverages the strengths of Class A
and B amplification in an innovative way,
yielding lower distortion than is typically
produced by traditional Class AB amplifiers.
Interestingly, the 840A is also a “multizone”
integrated amplifier, in that it provides dual
ABUS interfaces that can send audio
signals via CAT5 wiring to two remote
listening zones.

The 840A puts out a feisty 120Wpc,
and sells for $1499. The Azur 840A

incorporates numerous touches that
purist audiophiles will appreciate.
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the absolute sound
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Cambmidge Audio Azur 840A
Class XD Integrated Amplilier

Fioying above the grade

“I regard the 840A as one of the finest midpriced integrated
amplifiers I've heard; it consistently conveys the vitality and

dynamism of live music.”

For example, the amplifier provides
separate power supplies for its preamplifier
and power amplifier sections, and offers
eight usernameable analog inputs—
including one that supports both
single-ended and balanced input jacks.

Any of the amplifier’s inputs can be locked
to fixed gain levels, making the Cambridge
ideal for home-theater passthrough
applications. Switch-selectable balance and
tone controls are provided, as is a front-
panel “Direct” control that ensures the
cleanest signal path possible. Finally, to
complement its low-distortion circuitry,

the 840A controls output levels via
a relay-controlled precision-matched
resistor ladder.

Right out of the box, the 840A exhibited
a big bold sound characterized by terrific
midrange definition and detail, and by
clean powerful bass.

In short, the moderately priced 840A
signals from the outset that it wants

to play with the big boys. And in many
ways it can. One important way in which
the 840A seems to play above its pay
grade is in carving the leading edges of

transients with the sort of energy and
definition | normally associate with more
expensive amplifiers...

...The Azur 840A is beautifully made,

and its power, clarity, detail, and life-like
dynamics make it a blast to hear. For those
ready to embrace the world of multi-zone
audio the Cambridge’s flexibility may also
prove irresistible. In the areas of dead-
neutral treble response and of holographic
three-dimensionality, the 840A can be
outperformed, but only — in my experience
— by amplifiers that cost more. Even
taking minor shortcomings into account,

| regard the 840A as one of the finest
midpriced integrated amplifiers I've heard;
it consistently conveys the vitality and
dynamism of live music.”

TAS

“The new Cambridge Audio 840C CD player

left me shaking my head in wonderment

at how Cambridge can sell this much CD
player for $1499. The 840C is packed

with advanced features, sophisticated
technologies, and high-quality parts that
one finds in digital products costing upward
of $10k.

Here’s a sample of the 840C’s technology:
custom transport mechanism; custom
upsampling digital filter running on a 32-bit
DSP chip; differential digital-to-analog
converters; digital inputs; digital upsampled
outputs; and balanced analog outputs.

The Absolute Sound :

840C review from September 2007

inner detail which gave high-frequency-rich
instruments a remarkable timbral realism.
Many $5k players don’t approach the
840C’s beautiful rendering of the top
octaves. The midrange was equally well
served by this combination of resolution
and ease. Instrumental tone colours were
vivid and alive, as though the 840C had
access to a wider colour gamut than other
CD players. Most CD players anywhere near
this price tend to homogenize timbres by
overlaying them with a common synthetic
character; the 840C portrayed timbres with
a stunning naturalness.

Not only is the 840C easily the greatest value in digital
sources in my experience, it must be considered one of
the greatest bargains in all of high-end audio.”

Such an impressive feature and technology
list, however, tells you nothing about how
the player sounds. To know that, you must
listen. Dropping the 840C into my reference
system, | was stunned by its overall sound
quality. | knew immediately that the 840C
wasn’t a player to be measured against
similarly priced products, but was worthy
of comparison with reference-grade digital
front ends.

For starters, the 840C doesn’t sound
anything like a $1500 CD player. It had a
resolution, refinement, ease, grace, and
musicality that were instantly recognizable
as being different from every other product
in the category. In fact, it's hard to know
where to begin praising the 840C. We could
start with any part of the sonic fabric, but
I'll choose the treble reproduction, an area
where CD players often reveal their
shortcomings. The 840C had a delicacy,
refinement, and sophistication in the top
octaves that must be heard to be believed.
Most digital near this price—indeed, most
digital at any price—tends to make
cymbals sound like undifferentiated bursts
of white noise, with no inner character or
clue as to the mechanism by which the
sound was created. By contrast, the 840C
had a completely natural top end that was
smooth and gentle, yet bursting with fine

The natural rendering of tone colour,
coupled with the overall ease, made
the 840C musically vivid without being
sonically vivid.

The 840 also had a soundstage
dimensionality that | haven’t heard before
in a sub-$5k digital front end. The 840C
presented tightly focused images, with
sharp outlines that were surrounded by a
sense of palpable bloom. The result of the
840C'’s ability to present instruments

as distinct objects in three-dimensional
space was a heightened ability to hear
what each musician was playing. The
subjective consequences of this objective
change in the presentation cannot be
overstated; rather than hearing a
somewhat congealed and synthetic mass
of sound, the 840C brought the music to
life by conveying a convincing impression of
individual musicians before me. In addition,

the 840C resolved reverberation tails
down to a very low level, which further
added to the illusion of hearing
instruments in a large acoustic space.

Music through the 840C had an organic
“rightness” and fundamental musicality
that’s hard to describe. | heard a sonic
coherence that translated to an enhanced
ability to hear into the music and
understand it more deeply. This was partly
the result of the 840C’s remarkable ability
to keep individual instrumental lines
distinct, and partly because of the player’s
tremendous sense of ease, smoothness,
and liquidity. This player is amazingly free
from midrange glare (often manifested on
the leading edges of piano notes) and
metallic hardness in the treble. Despite the
840C’s utter grace and ease, the player is
tremendously good at resolving fine detail.
This rare combination of ease and
resolution is an important factor in musical
involvement and long-term listening
satisfaction.

Conclusion

The Cambridge 840C CD player delivers
the best CD playback I've heard from any
player under $5k—and it costs $1499.
Not only is the 840C easily the greatest
value in digital sources in my experience,
it must be considered one of the greatest
bargains in all of high-end audio. Even if
your budget for a CD player is considerably
more than $1499, | encourage you to
audition the Cambridge 840C. In fact,

| could easily live with the 840C at the
front end of my $100k reference system
—it’s that good.

TAS
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Uber uns

Wir bei Cambridge Audio haben die
Philosophie, nur Komponenten der
feinsten Qualitat zu verwenden. Alle
Modelle werden mit modernsten Test-
und Messgeraten entwickelt und
enthalten eine Reihe unserer
hauseigenen Markentechnologie.

Diese Verpflichtung zu technischer Exzellenz
bedeutet, dass jedes Cambridge Audio
Erzeugnis die beste Performance zu einem
erschwinglichen Preis bietet und dabei am
klassischen asthetischen Erscheinungsbild
der Firma festhalt, das sich perfekt in jede
Umgebung einfugt.

Der Hauptfaktor fur den Erfolg bei Cambridge
Audio: unsere Leute. Wir beschaftigen etwa
80 Kollegen (die meisten davon in unserer
Londoner Hauptniederlassung), darunter 20
Ingenieure in einer eigenen Forschungs- und
Entwicklungseinrichtung. Jedes Mitglied
unseres Teams empfindet die gleiche
Begeisterung fur Musik wie Sie.

Unsere Erzeugnisse haben zahllose 5-Sterne-
Kritiken von fuihrenden HiFi-, Heimkino- und

Technikmedien der Welt erhalten. Bei der
Einflhrung der Azur 840 Series jedoch haben
die Journalisten die Worterbucher nach neuen
Superlativen absuchen missen. Wie das
Magazin The Absolute Sound schrieb: ,Der
840C stellt meiner Erfahrung nach nicht nur
das beste Preis-Leistungsverhaltnis bei
Digitalquellen dar, sondern muss sogar als
einer der besten Schnappchen im gesamten
gehobenen Audiobereich angesehen werden...“

Wenn Sie also dachten, dass Cambridge

Audio einfach nur der Marktfuhrer bei
kostenglinstigen Audiogeraten ist, sehen

Sie sich die meistverkaufte HiFi-Marke
Grof3britanniens noch einmal an, indem Sie die
Azur 840 Series ausprobieren und sehen, wie
sie Ihre Musiksammlung verwandeln kann.

YPS. 4//@6

Azur 840C upsampling
CD player

Frequency
response:

THD:

Linearity @
-90dBFs:
Stopband
rejection (>24kHz):
Signal to Noise
Ratio, A-wtd:

Total correlated
jitter:

Crosstalk@ 1kHz:
Crosstalk @20kHz:

Output
impedance:

Digital inputs:

Digital input word
widths supported:
Digital input
sampling
frequencies
supported:

Digital outputs:

Digital output word
widths supported:
Digital output
sampling
frequencies
supported:

Audio output:

Audio output
up-sampling:

Dimensions
(HxWxD):

Weight:

20Hz - 20kHz +/- 0.1dB

@ 1Khz 0dBFs: <0.0005%
@ 1kHz -10dBFs: <0.0004%
@ 20kHz 0dBFs: <0.0007%
+/-0.5dB

> 120dB

<113dB

< 130pS

<-130dB
<-114dB

<50 Ohms

Two - both with S/PDIF
and Toslink

16 - 24 bit

32kHz, 44.1kHz, 48kHz,
88.2kHz, 96kHz, 176.4kHz,
192kHz

S/PDIF and Toslink
concurrently

16, 20, 24 bit

32kHz - 192kHz pass through
(including 44.1kHz for CD)
48kHz, 96kHz, 192kHz
upsampled

Single ended RCA/Phono and
balanced XLR

Fixed 24 bit, 384kHz

115 x 430 x 360mm
(4.5x16.9x14.7")

8.5kg (18.7lbs)

Technische Spezifikationen

Azur 840E pre-amplifier

Audio Inputs:
Audio Outputs:

Connections:

Display:

Input
Impedance:

Frequency
Response:

Signal to Noise
Ratio unweighted:

THD (+ noise):

Max. Power
Consumption:

Dimensions
(WxDxH):

Weight:

| iPod®
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READY

ABUS

A-BUS is a registered trade mark of

8 pairs gold plated RCA stereo
phono inputs, or 6 RCA and 2
pairs XLR balanced inputs

1 pair gold plated RCA stereo
pre-outputs. 1 pair XLR
balanced pre-outputs

IR emitter input, RS232,
Control Bus in/out, 12v trigger
output / input / through

2 x Incognito type 2 A-BUS
multi-room outputs, /4"
headphone socket

Customisable LCD display with
nameable inputs

Balanced 10k Ohm, line 68k
Ohm

10Hz - 100kHz +/- 0.2dB

>121dBr
>100dBu

<0.0006% @ 1kHz
<0.003% @ 20kHz

36 Watts

430 x 385 x 115mm
(16.9x 15.2 x 4.5")

8.7kg (19.1lbs)

LeisureTech electronics PTY Ltd

Azur 840W Class XD power

Power Output:

Audio Inputs:

Audio Outputs:

Connections:

Damping factor:

Frequency
Response:

Signal to Noise

Ratio (1W/80hm):

THD
(unweighted):

Power
Consumption:

Dimensions
(HxWxD):

Weight:

amplifier

200 Watts per channel into 8
Ohms

350 Watts per channel

into 4 Ohms

500 Watts into 8 Ohms in
bridged mono mode

1 pair gold plated RCA stereo
phono inputs
1 pair XLR balanced inputs

1 pair gold plated RCA stereo
phono outputs
1 pair XLR balanced outputs

12v trigger in/out, Control Bus
in/out, IR emitter in.

A & B speaker premium gold
plated binding posts

>125 @ 1kHz

5Hz - 80kHz - 1dB
>90dB (unweighted)

<0.001% 1kHz
<0.005% 20Hz - 20kHz)

Max 2400W
Active (no signal) <180W
Standby <5W

148 x 430 x 365mm
(5.8x16.9 x 14.4")

19.1kg (42.1 Ibs)

Bitte besuchen Sie fur weitere Produktinformationen

www.cambridge-audio.com

Azur 840A (Version 2)
Class XD amplifier

Power Output: 120W RMS into 8 Ohms /
200W RMS into 4 Ohms

Input Input 1 (balanced) 20kOhm
Impedance: Inputs 2-7 20kOhm

Tape input 20kOhm
THD <0.001% 1 kHz at 80% of
(unweighted): rated power

<0.01% 20 Hz - 20 kHz at
80% of rated power

Frequency 10 Hz - 50 kHz +/- 1 dB

Response:

Signal to Noise >93 dB

Ratio (1W/80hm):

Power amp >110at 1 kHz

damping factor:

Power Max 800W

Consumption: Active (no signal) 70W
Standby 7TW

Bass: Max bass boost/cut
+/-10 dB at 10 Hz

Treble: Max treble boost/cut +/
- 7.5 dB at 20 kHz

Dimensions 115 x 430 x 385mm /

(HxW x D): (4.5x16.9x15.2")

Weight: 15.0kg (33lbs)
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ABUS

A-BUS is a registered trade mark of
LeisureTech electronics PTY Ltd

Alle 840 Modelle sind in Silber oder Schwarz erhaltlich
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