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AMPLIFIERS

THE CAMBRIDGE AZUR
640A was a bit of a star in last
m o n t h’s First Tes ts, pra i s ed fo r
i ts convenience, pe r fo rm a n c e
and value for money. The 54 0 A
is the junior of that amp, with a
slightly redu c ed output of 50w
per channel against the 64 0 A’s
65w, and a useful £50 off the
price. Otherwise, the two are
ve ry similar, and the 540A loo ks
as good as the more expe n s i ve
ve rsion and is just as well built,
with qu ality to its al u m i n i u m
fascia and ca s e w o r k.

The 540A is built on a 
s u bs t a n t i al vib rat i o n - a bs o rb i n g
chassis, and uses a large to ro i d al
transformer for hefty power
de l i ve ry, sh o rt signal paths fo r
optimal resolution, and a

b u ffe red output stage to av o i d
d i s to rtion. Six line inp u ts wi t h
two tape loops are pro vi ded, and
one of these inputs can be
c o nve rted into a turn t a b le con-
n ection with the addition of a
£20 moving magnet phono
boa rd. The amp also has two sets
of spea ker outputs and a hea d-
phone soc ke t. A re m o te contro l
comes as standard, and the
handset can also dri ve the Azur
CD playe rs and tuner.

The 540A benefits from a 
run-in, and after a few days
becomes capable of a big, 
po werful, hard - c h a rging sound
when the music demands, 
having plenty of headroom 
for dynamic slams even 
when running at high 

le vels. At the same time, it has 
excellent refinement and 
control, handling the subtle
nuances of jazz or chamber
music with great aplomb, and
retaining those le vels of de t a i l
e ven with full-orc h es t ra or big-
band discs.

Using the 54 0 A with dec e n t
CD and spea ke rs, you’ll soon be
revelling in big, deep
s o u n d s t a g es, and marvelling at
the precision with which 
pe r fo rm e rs are placed in thes e
sonic pictures. From comp le x
rec o rdings to jazz vocals wi t h
t rio backing, the 540A de l i ve rs 
excellent presence and 
a mbience. This is an ideal build-
ing-block on which to build a
fantastic budget syste m .

FOR
We ll - e q u i pped; s o l i d l ybuilt; highl y
i nvo l v i ng s o un d

A G A I N ST
Phono sta ge is a £20 opti o n

V E R D ICT
The A zu r5 4 0 A h asp o we rand co n-
t rol in equal measu re


