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IN W H AT IS an unp rec ede n ted flurry of

a c t i vity from Camb ridge Audio, the Azur

range is expanded to include this new,

e n t ry- le vel CD playe r. Regular rea de rs wi l l

know we’re great fans of the pricier 64 0 c ,

w h i le we also found the 540A and 64 0 A

a mp l i f i e rs to be fea rsomely compe t i t i ve .

So can this new machine continue

C a mb ri d g e’s startling run of fo rm ?

Head on, it loo ks ide n t i cal to its bigger

b ro t h e r, exc ept for a smart black- o n - w h i te

d i s p l ay that, if anything, loo ks classier than

the 64 0 c’s black-on-blue affa i r. T h e re are

o p t i cal and coa x i al digital outputs accom-

p a nying the anal ogue RCAs and the

aluminium Azur re m o te control is ca r ri ed

o ver – this last item adds pounds to the pe r-

c e i ved value of the machine. Un der the

h ood, the 540c makes do with a simp le r

(but still more than adequ ate) Wo l fs o n

DAC than the 640c uses. And that ’s the

d i ffe rence – that, and a saving of £50.

L i ke the 640c, the 540c is well ca p a b le of

s ca ring machines that cost plenty more. A

l i s ten to The Dark of the Mati n ée by prec o-

cious Glasgow fo u r- p i ece Franz Fe rd i n a n d

re veals a generous, we l l - de f i n ed sound-

stage with decent insight into what ’s a

fairly dense mix. The vocal retains eve ry

a rch into n ation; the choppy white - bo y

funk rhythms are precise, crisp and full-

f i g u red. T h e re’s the sense of urgency the

song demands and a three - d i m e n s i o n al i t y

few machines at the price can muste r. 

Swi tch to No rah Jo n es ’ c o ver of To m

Wa i ts ’ Take the Long Way Home and the

C a mb ridge generates a spacious, nat u ral -

sounding bed for La Jo n es ’s intimate ,

c o n s p i rato ri al vocal. Each bass note beg i n s

with the pluck of a string, while each guitar

s t rum includes scratc hy plec t rum noises

to accomp a ny the sound of the instru m e n t

i ts e l f. The 540c is tale n ted beyond its price. 

This 540C CD player neither loo ks nor

sounds like a £200 CD player: build is great,

fa c i l i t i es are fine, and the sound is the equ al

of machines that cost a whole lot more .
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