
T H E 640A, LI KE o th e rA zu rp ro d uc ts, is

b u i l t on a low- res o n a n ce, aco u sti ca ll y

damped ch assis, f ro n ted with a th i ck

aluminium fascia. Inside, an ove rsi ze d

to ro i dal tra nsfo r m e r and ge n e ro u sp o we r

su pp l yp rov i sion give dyn a m i ch ea d ro o m ,

while s h o rt, cl ean si gnal pa ths m i n i m i s e

l o ss es and disto rti o ns. The amp uses

p ro p r i e ta ryCAP5 pro te c tion to monito ri ts

o p e ra tion and provide pro te c tion while

a dd i ng no acti ve electro n i cs in the si gn a l

pa th. Acl i pp i ng s e ns o r re d uces th e

volume befo re da m a ge occu rs to amp or –

m o re like l y – s p ea ke rs, th e re ’ ss h o rt

ci rcu i td e te c tion (should you cro ss s p ea ke r

w i res, fo r example), a te m p e ra tu re s e ns o r

th a tw i ll cu tthe amp outi fi t ge tstoo hot,

and DC p ro te c tion.  T h i si s an amp

d esi gned to ta ke a loto f abuse, which

should bode we ll fo ri ts l o nge v i t y.

AS WE COM M E N T ED last month when

testing the 640C CD player, the new

Cambridge Azur range is solidly built,

looks good and sounds very fine indeed.

And the 640A amplifier is even be tter than

the player it’s des i g n ed to part n e r.

C a mb ridge has been in this sec tor of the

m a r ket for yea rs, with va rying success. Fo r

every su perb bargain amp we’ve tested

f rom the range, there’s been one that ’s le f t

us a litt le cold, and recent yea rs have see n

rapid reactions in the fo rm of hasty MkII

ve rsions to add ress criticisms of ho-hum

o ri g i n als. No such prob lems with the Azur

range, however: the designers have gone

back to the drawi n g - boa rd, and have come

up with an exc e l lent line-up .

The 640A is the more expe n s i ve of two

Azur amps, sold through Richer So u n d s :

i t ’s just under £250 – £50 off a typical sell-

ing price of £299.95, although where it’s

t y p i cally sold at that price we’re not sure –

w h i le the less po werful 540A is £200, aga i n

‘£50 off’. The po wer diffe rence isn’t huge –

65W against 50W – but the more expe n s i ve

a mp has been tuned for be tter pe r fo rm a n c e .

L i ke the CD playe r, the 640A loo ks good

in its silver finish – black’s ava i l a b le as an

option – and is solidly put together with

good-quality metal fascia and casework.

I t ’s line-only, with five line-ins, a tape loo p

and add i t i o n al tape out and preout soc ke ts ,

but a phono boa rd is ava i l a b le as an option-

al extra: the PM-01 is £19.99 which – you’ ve

g u es s ed it – is £20 off a ‘ t y p i cal pri c e’.

Outputs are provided for two pairs of

speakers, while the tone controls can be

bypassed for the most direct sound.

F i n al l y, there’s a sleek re m o te handset wi t h

a metal finish to comp lement the fascia of

the amp, comp leting the qu ality fee l .

Just as the 640C CD player has the

wherewithal to put the frighteners on

m o re expe n s i ve hardwa re, not to mention

being a leading conte n der in its pri c e - c l a s s ,

so the 640A is a pre tty serious bit of kit fo r

not much money. It’s powerful, making

g ood use of that 65W output and what is

hefty current-swinging ability to play

demanding rock and dance tracks at

substantial levels with no loss of 

c o mpo s u re. Ac t u al l y, ‘loss of compo s u re’

rather unde rs t ates things: this amp is just

plain ‘c ra sh - i t- o u t ’e xciting, whether wi t h

c runching rap tra c ks or the slam and wail of

some vintage Led Zep pelin. Whether your

idea of fun is getting down with your

h o m i es or wielding the Air St rat, you’ll find

a lot to enjoy in the sound of the 64 0 A .

But there’s more to this amp than just

clout and volume: it has finesse and 

c o n t rol, making it as adept with classical

music as it is with jazz or other acoustic

rec o rdings. T h e re’s a fine sense of the tim-

bre and character of instruments and

vocals, the amp bringing out plenty of

atmosphere and drawing you into the

music. We’d expect this kind of involve-

ment from much more expensive amps,

but few at this kind of level are quite so

enticing. Listen to it sweeping through the

d rama of Bee t h o ve n’s 7 t h, or al l o wing tight

t rio jazz to flow from the spea ke rs, and it’s

u n l i kely you’ll be unmoved .

This is a spec i al amp l i f i e r, of that there’s

no do u bt: and given the qu ality here and in

the matching CD player, it seems

Cambridge Audio is back, and almost

u n s to p p a b le right now.
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Po we ro u tp u t

65W per channel into

8ohms; 100W per

channel into 4ohms

I n p u ts 5 line (phono 

£20 option), ta p e

Ou tp u ts 2 tape, 

p re o u ts, two pa i rso f

s p ea ke rs, h ea d p h o n es

Tone co n t ro l s

Yes, with by pass

Re m o te co n t ro l

Yes, both NTSCand PA L

D i m e nsi o ns ( Wx H x D )

4 3 x 1 0 x 3 1 c m

FıRST TESTS

T ECH N I C A LLY
SP E A K I N G

Ca m b r i d ge A u d i o
A zu r6 4 0 A

I n te g ra ted amplifier

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

FOR

Cl ean, powe rful s o un d ;

s e nsi ble 

ro ste ro f fa ci l i ti es; 

we ll-built, too 

A G A I N ST

No phono inputas

sta n da rd, butth a t ’ sa ll  

V E R D ICT

Afine budge ta m p l i f i e r

f rom Ca m b r i d ge

A u d i o, with just

the right m i xo f

p e rfo r m a n ce and 

u s e r- co nve n i e n ce

“T h i s amp is j u stp la i n
exci ti ng, wheth e rw i th
c r un ch i ng rap tra cks
o r the slam and wa i l
o f Led Ze pp e l i n”

Cambridge Azur? You’ll like it!

A zu r: the bl ue p r i n t fo ra ba rgain amplifier


