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CD PLAYERS

Ca m b r i d ge A u d i o
Azu r6 4 0 C

OUR PHILOSO P H YH AS l o n g
been to get you the best sound
for your pound, so we love find-
ing produ c ts like the 640C. One
of two CD players in the new
C a mb ridge Audio Azur range –
designed in the UK, built in
China and sold through Richer
Sounds shops – this one builds
on the firm’s reputation for 
performance, and wraps that
ability up in a much classier 
package than has been the ca s e
with earlier Camb ridge mode l s .

T h at chain of Bri t i sh des i g n ,
Far Easte rn build and narro w
d i s t ribution is how Camb ri d g e
m a n a g es to use such high-qu al-
ity compo n e n ts. Inside, you’l l
find Sony laser optics and
custom transport and servo
assembly, a 24bit/192kHz
Wolfson Microelectronics
d i g i t al - to - a n al ogue conve rs i o n
s y s tem, pro p ri e t a ry rec l ocking 

circuitry to tackle distortion-
inducing jitter and separate
po wer sup p l i es for the tra n s po rt,
c o nve rsion and audio sec t i o n s .
Di g i t al outputs are pro vi ded on
optical and electrical connec-
tions, and the whole player is
built on a vib rat i o n - a bs o rb i n g
chassis, the thick aluminium
fascia playing a major part in the
w h o le stru c t u ral integ ri t y.

Even with modest 
a mp l i f i cation and spea ke rs, the
qu ality of this player is appar-
ent: it’s fast and yet weighty in
the bass, and has a we l l - j u d g ed
m i dband and treb le that bri n g
out character in vocals and
i n s t ru m e n ts. When you up the
ante and plug it into some 
highly re vealing amp l i f i cat i o n
d ri ving to p - qu ality spea ke rs, it
pleases even more: play a set
such as the Pet Shop Bo y s ’ P o p
Art and the layers of 

instrumentation are clearly 
de l i n eated, while Neil Te n n a n t ’s
d roll de l i ve ry is readily appar-
ent. The player drives those
rhythms well, too, from the
g rowling bassline of West End
Girls to the sting of high 
pe rc u s s i o n .

The 640C majors on 
atmosphere. With a closely
rec o rded chamber ensemb le or
the ‘behind the scenes ’s ec o n d
disc of The Beatles’ Let It
Be...Naked you’ll find real
involvement in the perform-
ance. The 640C gives music
realistic scale, al l o wing you to
enjoy the ambience even more .

W h i le it is the most expe n s i ve
player in this group, we’re
convinced it’s worth every
pe n ny. Anyone in the market fo r
a sub-£500 machine should give
the 640C a listen before
s pending any more than £250.

FOR
Sp eed, drama and exci te m e n t ,
w i th the we i g h tand scale to ba ck
i tu p

A G A I N ST
N o th i ng ofa nysi gn i f i ca n ce

V E R D ICT
Asuperb machine f rom the 
new A zu r ra nge, ch a ll e ng i ng much
m o re ex p e nsi ve play e rs
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