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NP30

The inside story...

Jitter free

How data is interpreted is crucial and it’s all about timing. 

If there are timing errors the digital signal will lose integrity 

and the audio compromised... the NP30 uses PPL (Phase 

Locked Loop) to eliminate timing errors or jitter, a problem 

commonly found in alternative products, ensuring music 

sounds as pure and detailed.

Wolfson DACs
In our quest for sonic perfection, we’ve specified a high 

performance 24-bit/96kHz Wolfson Digital to Analogue Converter 

ensuring digital files (whatever quality) are taken and trans-

formed into a high quality analogue audio. At the other end of 

the spectrum it is powerful enough to handle studio quality audio 

files without degradation. 

Top-Tips

Wired & wireless

The NP30 supports a wired connection to a home network, as well as  

wireless supporting 802.11 b, g and n Wi-Fi standards – enabling the  

NP30 to connect wirelessly via UPnP to music stored on other wireless 

devices such as a laptop. This also allows access to over 20,000 internet 

radio stations and music streaming services.

Networked music & file formats
FLAC, WAV, AIFF, WMA, MP3, AAC, HE AAC, AAC+ and Ogg Vorbis, the powerful 

NP30 can handle them all – no matter how compressed or in the case 

of 24-bit/96kHz WAV or FLAC files there’s full studio quality playback in 

‘better than CD’ studio quality. The NP30 can access files can be stored on 

a PC/laptop (Windows 7, Vista, XP), virtually any MAC or a NAS (Network 

Attached Storage) drive with UPnP file sharing enabled. 

NP30: Unleash the 
power of digital music.
Unite digital music and deliver in exceptional 
quality whatever format.

What is Digital Music?

Digital Music: it sounds a bit confusing doesn’t it? It’s 
something all the technology magazines are talking about,  
and the music industry sees it as the next big thing, but who 
knows what it actually means? 

Most people have a digital music collection without even 
knowing it! If you have a PC or Mac, use iTunes or a media 
player, or listen to music on a phone or portable music player 
then you already have a digital music collection. 

Why is this so important now? Only a few years ago, CDs were 
responsible for over 95% of global music sales. Today, they 
make up less than half of that, the other 50% is digital music. 
Digital music enters the home in many formats and although 
CDs seem old, they are still digital. However, increasingly 
people are looking to the internet for music, downloading 
tracks and songs from websites such as Amazon and iTunes, 
downloading music to phones, or using streaming services 
such as LastFM or Rhapsody, for unrestricted access to control 
exactly what they want to hear. That’s without the 20,000 plus 
internet radio stations. Why just listen to the same 20-30 CDs 
over and over when there’s a whole world of music out there! 

So, it’s digital, it must sound great then? Not necessarily,  
there are many ways to access the world of digital music.  
A super high quality studio recording contains nearly 100 times 
more detail than a heavily compressed track – where files are 
reduced in size (megabytes) to minimise disc space required. 
As such compressed files contain less data, quality suffers 
and typically have than a quarter of the detail (every note of 
every instrument and every vocal tone) found on a CD. 

Once the NP30 is hooked up to an amplifier, it will connect by 
cable or wirelessly to your broadband and to your devices such 
as a PC / laptop. You can now enjoy the huge choice of music 
from any connected device, internet radio or streaming service 
through your hi-fi system. All delivered in exceptional quality 
thanks to the cutting-edge audiophile grade components and 
controlled using an iPhone, iPad, iPad or supplied remote 
control. For those who want to appreciate a world of music 
without compromise.
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For radio

Discover more

With over 20,000 local, national 
and international radio stations 
- discover new music and enjoy 
in super high quality! 

Some people will be daunted by the prospect of digital  
music and how it can be accessed. Use the iPhone or iPad 
App to see just how simple it is for the whole family to 
enjoy digital music. There’s nothing complicated about it!

The NP30 unites all digital music formats and 
delivers them in amazing sound quality and with 
effortless control from the comfort of a chair. 

Wi-Fi USB 
HDD

LAN Digital 
outputs

RCA 
output

IR remote 
control

Internet radio

Streaming services
Common music files

Listening tips
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Effortless control - Stream Magic

The StreamMagic App provides instant access, navigation and 
control of all connected (via UPnP) music whether on a PC, 
Mac, laptop or NAS drive, with effortless browsing of content in 
music libraries such as iTunes, flicking through album artwork 
while building playlists to listen to again and again. The App also 
allows full access to internet radio stations and media streaming 
services. The full colour screen means you don’t need to see 
the NP30 to know what it’s doing and playing. The App is Free to 
download from iTunes and is designed for iPhone, iPod touch and 
boasts enhanced features for the iPad.  

Designer’s note

“The NP30 unites various music 
formats and sources so it was 
vital the user experience matched 
this class-leading capability.  
The free App for iPhone, iPad 
and iPod touch allows you to see 
album artwork, which is great 
for browsing a media library and 
flicking through content.”

Alexander Edge  
Software Engineer

“The NP30 sounds superb”

“Expansive and detailed, exciting yet controlled...”

What Hi-Fi? Sound & vision, August 2011

“It’s an excellent, honest, entry level machine 
that’s quite possibly all many computer 
audiophiles will ever need.” 

 Hi-Fi World, August 2011

“NP30 looks like a bargain for those taking  
their first steps in high-quality streaming”

“A hard act to beat”  Hi-Fi Choice, September 2011

“This 24-bit wireless network music player packs a 
weighty punch.” T3, August 2010

“The NP30 sounds impressive, is simple to use      
and affordable...”           BBC Music, August 2011

What the press say...

Simple setup

StreamMagic.com is 
Cambridge Audio’s dedicated 
digital music portal / control 
panel for simple selection 
of internet radio stations, 
streaming services and podcasts as well as setting up favourites 
and managing any subscriptions. If there’s more than one NP30, 
settings can be replicated across every unit, whether in the next 
room or a different country.

To find out more watch the video at 
www.cambridgeaudio.com/np30

NP30
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NP30

1.  Access all of your music easily, without needing to use 
your computer: you don’t even need your computer 
turned on to play your music!

2.  Access your entire music collection on one device: 
whether music is stored on different computers  
around your house, or on external hard drives,  
you can navigate and play back your entire collection on 
the NP30.

3.  Internet radio made easy: no more searching online and 
constantly clicking links to find music you like, internet 
radio is easy to search and listen to on the NP30. 
In only a couple of seconds you can be listening to 
Brazilian Samba or Russian Techno and store all of your 
favourites in easy to access presets.

4.  Don’t just restrict yourself to music you own: with 
streaming services, there are over 15 million songs 
available (and counting), for you to hear on your system, 
right now!

5.  A lot of digitally stored and streamed music is quite 
compressed and stored in low bit rates. This doesn’t 
mean you have to listen to low quality sound. The NP30 
draws on our many years of experience with digital 
signals and sonic perfection to ensure the timing and 
quality of signals are as good as they possible can be 
without compromise. We eliminate jitter (poor timing) 
and use high quality DACs to convert the digital stream 
into high quality music that you can hear and enjoy.

6.  Go beyond CD quality. The NP30 isn’t just there to make 
compressed music sound good, it can also handle ultra-
high quality 24/96 files. These are often referred to as 
studio master files, containing over three times the data 
and quality of a standard CD and nearly 20 times as 
much data and quality per track than an average MP3 
file. It’s like the difference between a poor quality phone 
camera and a professional photographer! These tracks 
are so realistic with the NP30 you could be live in the 
studio with the band.

7.  For freedom and convenience the NP30 boasts a wired 
and wireless (using the latest Wi-Fi standards) connection 
allowing you to place the NP30 virtually anywhere in the 
home and still access all your favourite content.

8.  The dedicated iPhone/iPad App brings the NP30 to life. It 
enables effortless navigation of your digital music content 
even displaying album artwork – on whatever device it is 
stored on, selection of internet radio stations and control 
of music streaming services.

9.  The NP30 is incredibly easy to set up with  
StreamMagic.com, a portal specifically to set-up internet 
radio station presets, streaming services and podcasts 
as well as managing subscriptions. 
 

 
 
 

10. Multiple units: if you have more than one NP30, you can 
link them all in the portal at StreamMagic.com so all 
your favourite internet radio presets, streaming services 
and podcasts will automatically mirror across each one. 
And it is not just restricted to one house, it will work 
wherever in the world you are, so if you have one in 
London and one in Moscow they will both be configured 
to your personal settings with a single mouse click.

10 reasons to buy NP30

The Cambridge Audio NP30 network music player will unleash the potential of all digital 
music... here are 10 reasons to choose the NP30 over other network players: 

Did you know

There is no limit to the number of computers or networked 
drives the NP30 can interrogate – allowing users to enjoy 
music from all over the home on a central system.


